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Jesus Christ arose from the dead and therefore He is God. His verdicts are infallible, His
teachings are true and despite the fact that the mysteries which He revealed to us cannot be grasped by
our mind as they are beyond our understanding but we should believe in them without fear of being
wrong, for God being of the essence of truth, can only teach truth. The Savior, by His resurrection
proved that He is God; therefore, we should live according to His teachings and keep His
commandments, because being our God He has the right to command us. We, as His creatures, are
obligated to obey Him.

Non-believers can go astray in their blindness as they are enchanted by their own intellects. As
for us, we should rejoice at the miracle of the Resurrection and hold on to that faith which is grounded
on the Resurrection of the Lord, because that faith, and only that one leads on the most certain and
most understood path. The Resurrection itself most conclusively and satisfactorily confirms that our
faith is the true faith and that every one of us can say with equal certitude with the Apostle of the
nations: “I know Who it is Whom I honor and in Whom | place all of my trust. | know that He died for the
remission of all my sins and He arose from the dead, according to His promise, for the assurance of my
faith. | know that having given the greatest proof of love for us in His death on the cross, He left me at
the same time a visible sign of His divinity in the miracle of His Resurrection.

Therefore | am certain that believing in Christ’s rising from the dead, | cannot be mistaken. | also
believe that my faith is true because it flows from both the cross and the grave of the Savior. Jesus
taught Martha: “l am the Resurrection and the life; whoever believes in Me, even if he dies, will live, and
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.”

Andrew Jackson, the seventh President of the United States lay on his death bed. Around his
bed were gathered his children, black servants, relatives and friends. With great sadness they looked
upon the pain-filled face of the dying man and only their painful sobs broke the deadly silence. The
dying man awoke from his lethargy, looked with a wandering glance at those who were present and said
with difficulty: “Don’t cry over me. It is true that | must leave you shortly. | have suffered through a lot of
pain, but my sufferings are nothing in comparison with the sufferings of our Savior Who was hung on a
cross. Who lay down His life without complaining so that we would have eternal life.”

He further spoke of the Resurrection, of the need of faith and he ended with these words; “I
have hope and | firmly trust that everybody, both white as well as black people, will meet in heaven.”
This is how a believer in the Resurrection of Christ as well as in his own resurrection dies.

And how does an agnostic, an atheist, a non-believer die, who insists that death ends
everything? They die in fear and despair. If it is true that everything ends the moment when the soul
leaves the body and the body returns to the earth from which it was taken; if this cold, cramped and
deep grave is the one and only goal of my life, your life and our lives, then the human existence is the
most cruel of all illusions, deceptions and swindles in the world. Then, without any scruples, open the
door as wide as you can to feasts and revelry so that these mortal beings could eat, drink and be merry
before death pulls them into the grave. If the end of man is similar to the end of the first best animal,
what is so wrong if a person lives like an animal?
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The resurrected Christ gives the lie to such belittling opinions and suppositions. The death of the
body is a passing into eternity and eternity depends upon one’s mode of temporal life. The feast of the
Resurrection is the sacred, complete victory of truth over falsehood, of good over evil and of beauty
over ugliness. It is the triumph of God over the powers of hell, of Christ over the world, of faith over
unbelief. The Resurrection is the crown of all of the feasts and holy days of the year. At the same time, it
is the strangest feast, the most unlikely and the most needed for the hearts and minds of people.

The contemporaries of the Lord Jesus, if they did not see, then they at least heard the details of
His birth, they were witnesses of His teachings as well as His miracles, they remembered His prophecies,
they were present at His passion and death, yet despite that, with the exception of the Blessed Mother,
none of them wanted to believe in the Resurrection which He so often foretold. It was only after the
personal appearances of Christ, and this for several times, and this for some, like for Thomas, so that
they would finally believe.

Resurrection is in reality as necessary to our religion as life is necessary for the body. St. Paul
says, “If Christ did not rise from the dead, our faith would be in vain.” If we are not destined to rise from
the dead and live in happiness forever, then of what use are all of these humiliations, mortifications,
sufferings, struggles and self-denials? Why go through these difficult self-conquests if there is no
reward, nor even any life beyond the grave? The very thought of resurrection even for people of deep
faith seems somehow like madness. In line with the thinking of St. Thomas the doubter, how can this
body which rots, which will be eaten by bugs, somehow, no one knows how will arise rise to a perfect
life? Above all, this is how one should understand the rising of human bodies from the dead. Yet,
according to the promise of our Savior, our bodies will arise as perfect bodies, not subject to any
sickness or suffering, nor change full of deep feeling, radiant, in order to be united with the soul for
eternal life. This is the most perfect response to the yearning of the human heart and it is the only
answer that completely satisfies all the urgent questions of the human mind.

Basically, if we looked about all the people, as many as there are in this world, we will not find
anyone who feels that he/she is totally happy. He who doesn’t even have a piece of bread or a complete
shirt, as well as the person who has everything in abundance along with fame and recognition and a high
position, every one of them, without exception is dissatisfied with something, either from his position or
from what he has. Every person feels that he deserves a better fate. The feeling of being wronged is
universal. We do not meet up with something similar to this anywhere else, except in people. You don’t
find this among plants or animals, because they are always satisfied with that they have.

This common dissatisfaction, this general unsatisfied need, is not something affected or
artificial, it is a part of human nature. Every person, according to Chesterton, is a king in exile and he will
only be satisfied by his return to the throne for which God destined him. This throne for every person is
found in heaven from which God drove him out after the fall. That throne remains to be recovered. But,
one can only recover it through the Resurrection of Christ and that only after a heavy struggle that lasts
a lifetime. Easter is the anniversary of that very unusual and so necessary fact, the opening of the road
to heaven for the people through the Resurrected Christ.
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Standing today over the empty grave of the Savior, we can joyfully ask — “O death, where is your
victory? Where is your sting?” And we will hear from the depths of the grave: “Death was devoured by
the resurrection of the Savior.” Truly enraptured by the events of this first Easter, we should all sing
today — “A joyous day has dawned today which every one of us required, this day Christ has risen from
the dead. He overthrew the diabolical forces, He trampled the enemy, He showed mercy to the
wretched. Alleluial”

Many people willingly, and without any reservations, believe in the resurrection of Christ. They
believe, because it is so healing and happy. But that isn’t enough because good works must be added to
the faith otherwise that faith will be like straw — dead. One must keep the Commandments and put
Christ’s teachings into practice. It is only under these conditions that we are able to become partakers in
His glorious resurrection, because the Apostle clearly states: “It is only in sharing in the sufferings of
Christ that we are able to receive a part of His glory.”

We must shoulder our cross of life and walk in the foot prints of Christ. If we fear the difficulties
that we meet, let us remember that difficulties pass, tribulations disappear and if we persevere, a
glorious resurrection and a happy eternity await us. How willingly we dedicate ourselves, how bravely
we put up with difficulties in order to achieve momentary benefits, things that are passing and often
things that are harmful to us. We should seek things that are permanent, things that are more thorough.
Let us not trade our eternal happiness for a few moments of rapture. Let us always remember that there
would not be an Easter without a Good Friday; without the Way of the Cross there would not be a
Resurrection. Let us carry our cross with patience along with faith in our own glorious resurrection
which will be the beginning of our eternal happiness.
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April 17, 1949
| greet all of you my dear fellow countrymen with the words, “Praised be Jesus Christ.”

The path to our Savior’s cross has reached the end. The anger, perversity and the lack of
people’s gratitude have again nailed our Teacher and Benefactor of all humanity to a heavy and hard
cross. Christ, abandoned.by people, forgotten by His Heavenly Father, totally alone, hangs between
heaven and earth. His death agony was long, not only amid physical sufferings but also, in the midst of
moral suffering. The mobs were hurling abuse, were spitting curses and pouring blasphemies against
Him

Who preached lessons of love and forgiveness, who gave them food and drink, cured them and raised
them from the grave. As a reward and in payment for all this goodness, these people, stirred up and
incited by envious and vindictive leaders, rewarded Christ with a cross and death by crucifixion.

The body of Christ hung on the cross. When the evening darkness covered Jerusalem and its
suburb, a certain wealthy person, a secret disciple of Christ, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly and with a
certain amount of fear went to Pilate, asking for the body of Jesus. Pilate agreed to his request.
Therefore Joseph took the crucified Body and according to their customs, wrapped it in a new, clean
sheet. He placed it in a tomb that had been marked for himself. This grave had been chiseled cut of a
huge rock. With the help of others, they sealed the opening of the grave with a rocky plate and in
addition to that, they sealed it with a huge solid rock.

The funeral procession slowly withdrew from the grotto. Mary Magdalen and the other Mary,
the mother of James and John, stayed a little longer to give vent to their pain. But, in the end, weary and
worn out, they, too, returned to the town. Back in the city, the people were terrified by this death and
they were recounting stories of the strange things that happened after the death on the cross of Him,
who despite His strangely winning teachings and miracles, died the death of a criminal. They were
whispering among themselves how the curtain in the temple had split in two and the dead arose from
their graves and appeared to relatives and friends. The townspeople were filled with great fear and
terror. Hardly anyone could sleep. Even the cunning priests and the Pharisees, their supporters in crime
could sleep. They spent the entire night in a general council.

As a result of this council, the next morning they went to Pilate and spoke maliciously and with great
cunning to Pilate: “Sir, we remember how this impostor, while he was still alive, said: ‘After three days |
will be raised up.’ Therefore, give orders that the grave be secured until the third day lest His disciples
come and steal Him and say to the people ‘He has been raised from the dead.” That last imposture
would be worse than the first.” Pilate said to them “The guard is yours. Go secure it as best you can.” So
they went and secured the tomb by fixing a seal to the stone and setting the guard. Afterwards, satisfied
that with time the people would forget about the fact that he lashed out at the laxity of their lives,
condemning their insincerity and hypocrisy, and they returned to the city. Now, to my talk entitled:
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CHRIST’S TOMB — AN ALMIGHTY MONUMENT

The Evangelist St. Matthew gives us such a simple and short description of this miracle above all
miracles.

“After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalen and the other
Mary came to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, approached, rolled back the stone and sat upon it. His appearance was like
lightning and his clothing was white as snow. The guards were shaken with fear of him and became like
dead men.

Then the angel said to the women in reply, “Do not be afraid! | know that you are seeking Jesus
the crucified. He is not here for He has been raised just as He said. Come and see the place where He
lay. Then go quickly and tell His disciples, He has been raised from the dead and He is going before you
to Galilee; there you will see Him. Behold, | have told you!”

Then they went away quickly from the tomb, fearful, yet overjoyed, and ran to announce this to
His disciples. And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. They approached, embraced
His feet and did Him homage. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid! Go tell my brothers to go to
Galilee and there they will see Me.”

While they were going, some of the guards went into the city and told the chief priests all that
had happened. They assembled with the elders and took counsel; then they gave the soldiers a large
sum of money, telling them, “You are to say that His disciples came at night and stole Him while we
were asleep. And if this gets to the ears of the governor we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.”

The soldiers took the money and did as they were instructed. This story has circulated among
the Jews up to the present day.” This is the bright and exact picture of the miraculous resurrection that
was sketched by St. Matthew.

“...He arose, He is not here. This is the place where they had placed Him.” After that terrible
Friday, after that bloody way of the cross, after that mortal passion, after that triumph of people’s
spiteful anger, the Sunday of the resurrection could have turned out to be a mockery. However, Christ
did resurrect. People’s tears had not yet dried, the bloody, crucified specter still tortured the soul, the
Pharisees still rejoiced in corners and at that sight and suddenly Jesus crushed everything with which
they wanted to crush Him, with which they wanted to suffocate Him and get rid of Him. This was too
much; too many miracles and too much success. And he stood among His disciples and brought peace to
those full of fear. “Peace be to you! He said. Since they couldn’t believe their eyes, He spoke with them,
and when they still doubted, He told them to touch His wounds with their hand. The victory over death
was complete.

Just like the happenings of the world, in these last three days of His life when He was put into the grave,
so many from the dead arose triumphantly. And the deeper they pressed and forced Him into the
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ground, so much more powerful rose His glory up to heaven itself. Every Good Friday was for them an
announcement of Easter. After every furious “Crucify Him?” there was always on the third day the joyful
call “Rabboni” and “My Lord and My God!”

The Roman Diocletian once bragged that he had erased the name “Christian” from the face of
the earth and in memory of that he was having a medal made with the inscription — “The name of
Christian is destroyed!” What a conceited and presumptuous fellow! The Hand of God has long ago
erased him from the surface of the earth and there are presently close to a half million Catholics on
earth. They cynic Voltaire calls out in his wild pig-headedness, “Oh, Christ, You are going to look very
nice in about twenty years . .. “ and very cynically and triumphantly, he foretold the fall of the teachings
of the Crucified One who arose from the dead. Those twenty years which were so eagerly and greedily
awaited by that French blasphemer and Voltaire was dying in despair, misery and abandonment, and
the Christ Wo was calumniated and abused? Christ survived for a victory and he continues alive day
after day, full of majesty and glory like on that great day of His miraculous resurrection. And every time,
despite oppressions and persecutions, He has new victories and new triumphs. Every time, in spite of
oppression and persecutions, it brings Him new victories and new triumphs.

Let’s turn back the pages of history. From the very beginning of the history of Christianity, Christ
was wildly hated, was fanatically fought against and cruelly persecuted. First of all, His own nation did
not want to recognize Him as Lord and Leader. Later, other peoples went step by step following the
ungrateful and betraying example of Israel. People of the world who were strong and influential tried to
erase the name of the Savior from the surface of the earth. They tried to erase His teachings, His
teachings of forgiveness, love and peace. They endeavored to smash the tablets with the Ten
Commandments and they strained every means they had to pour the venom of paganism, materialism
and bestiality into the minds, hearts and souls of the people. There was even some Garmanism that
thought up some sort of ubermensche or superman who was supposed to be an equal to Christ and
would push the Savior into the limbo of forgetfulness, contempt and hatred. At that moment, across the
borders of these proud, self-conceited, insolent nations, a voice from on high thundered: “Who is like
God?” And in the conscience of all these people echoed the never dying words: “Christ conquers, Christ

rules, Christ commands!” The gloriously Risen Savior from day to day, from age to age, throughout all
times shows the world its powerlessness, reminds people of their weakness and inconstancy and clearly
and tangibly proves His mysterious omnipotence over the universe along with His absolute, undeniable

authority and command over the life and death of man.

There have been so many ages of continuous battles, difficulties, efforts and struggles all for the
single purpose, mainly to destroy Christ, to ruin His ideals and, in a word, to lock Him in a grave of
forgetfulness forever. What is the result of all of these efforts made over nearly twenty centuries?
Today, even scholars are unable to give the names of the enemies of the Resurrected Lord because time
has completely erased them. Meanwhile, not only the truly educated but every child in school repeats
with respect and reverence: “Galilean, You have conquered!”

“Why are you persecuting me?” He called out once to the leader of His enemies at Damascus? Is
it in vain for you kick against the goads!” and Saul was converted and became one of His Apostles and
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the Apostle of the Nations. This same thing proves true, this same thing is seen in the course of
centuries. “l am the Life!” he said of Himself. They laughed at Him; they didn’t want to believe Him. He
therefore, raised the dead to life and in the end He raised Himself from the dead. To those who want to
live without Him, He clearly states, “I am the Way and the Light.” And He demonstrates to them that
there is only that much life in them as much as He lives in them. That after Him there is just ordinary
decay, corruption and death. For He alone is the only complete satisfaction of all the essential needs of
life of every human being.

Christ is the Corner Stone of every godly building. Everyone who tried to damage, break or
remove this Corner Stone was himself broken to pieces. People tried, they attempted to overthrow
Christ for centuries while He, once surrounded by love and honor, and then again surrounded by hatred
and contempt prevails over the centuries, over all of humanity and over the world.

“Have confidence for | have conquered the world.” This is the assurance which Christ expressed on a
black day, on a stormy day, for it was the day of His Passion. And He keeps those words until this very
day. Sometimes this world, like a helpless child who is bad and obstinate, pulls away, fidgets and throws
himself against Him, while He, the Savior, patient from the heights of Calvary, from the glory of heaven
shows people the true path to full happiness. He cures them from hypocrisy, lifts them up, cleanses
them and perfects them through love. He is not the God of war but the God of peace. He is not the God
of revenge, but the God of forgiveness and goodness that goodness which at the end always conquers.

Christ does not want the unhappiness and death of a person. On the contrary, He desires and
sincerely wants us to have the total abundance of life. It was for this reason that He came to earth, for
this reason He suffered, for this reason He died and for this He arose from the dead. And now He waits,
He continues to wait patiently until people understand that it is in vain for them to kick against the
goad. He waits until the whole world kneels with St. Peter at the feet of Christ and asks with deep
humility — “Where can we? You alone, Lord, have the mystery of life.”

The Resurrection of Christ is a true fact; it is a historical and undeniable event because
everything proves it truthfulness. It is also an event that most emphatically and most powerfully
confirms the authenticity of our faith because the Resurrection of Christ in itself demonstrates and
throws a light on all the other articles of faith. Whatever incident can then be considered as certain and
undeniable when it is based on the true witness and no objection is capable of weakening or refuting its
veracity.

The Resurrection of Christ is founded on such testimony, the integrity of which cannot be
doubted for it is on the testimony of the Apostles. However, the Apostles cannot be judged either for a
mistake or for telling a lie, that is that they themselves made a mistake believing in the resurrection of
their Teacher, or that they wanted to swindle others by telling this to the people.

They spread the news of this miracle boldly, bravely and publicly as eye-witnesses who not only
saw the Resurrected Lord, but they spent time with Him, they ate with Him and they touched the scars
of His wounds. They admit that in the beginning they themselves didn’t believe because they considered
the news brought to them by the pious women as a mistake and an illusion. It is therefore most unlikely
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that they who were so suspicious and unbelieving would allow themselves to be deceived by some sort
of sham. Could it have been possible that they all made a mistake concerning the Person of the Savior
with Whom they had associated constantly, Whom they had accompanied everywhere He went in His
public work during three continuous years? Do we dare to assert that all the senses of all the Apostles
were set on convincing people that the Resurrected Lord apparently only showed Himself to them in the
different places of which they write; that He taught them various things which they name despite the
fact that in reality the Savior neither rose from the dead, nor did He appear to them, nor did He speak to
them? The Apostles could not cheat concerning the Resurrection. However, did they maybe conspire
together, wanting to deceive all of humanity and they cleverly thought up the resurrection, presenting
falsehoods as the truth?

Such is the reasoning of St. Justin concerning this matter: “The Apostles were people whose
behavior was biameless to such a degree that their enemies could not make the smallest accusation
against them. They were humble people of an unknown origin, of low birth, despised in the eyes of the
world; they were people without any talent, abilities or influences. Could such as these be capable of
imagining this and succeed in convincing everyone to believe in such an unheard of miracle as is the
Resurrection?” They understood perfectly that by proclaiming the Resurrection of Christ they had to rub
against the prejudices and the impetuosities of their nation above everything else. They knew that by
announcing the fact of the Resurrection they are running the risk of bloody persecution, exile, torture
and death. In time, since threats were made in vain, they were beaten and hung, but not only did they
never recall their testimony, but, on the other hand, they never stopped proclaiming this, both, to their
own people as well as to the pagans. They proclaimed the truths of the Resurrection from the stakes
and from the midst of tortures; until finally they sealed the Resurrection of Christ with their own blood.
The fear of suffering and death did not force any one of them to denounce this truth. This shows that
the Apostles themselves were not mistaken, nor did they want to deceive anyone.

It was in vain that the Jews tried to interfere so that faith in the miracle of Resurrection would
not spread among their fellow countrymen. For as soon as the people would be convinced that the
Jesus, whom they had so shamefully put to death on a cross, had gloriously and triumphantly come out
of the grave by His own power, then in the eyes of their own nation, they would be labeled like others as
murderers.

Therefore, what sort of evidence did they present in order to overthrow the testimony of the
Apostles? They said that “the Apostles stole the body of the Master.” But how could they accomplish
this imagined theft?

They had seen to it that an armed guard surrounded the grave of the Crucified with strict orders
forbidding anyone to come close to it. Didn’t they attack a government and public seal on the stone at
the grave? Then how could the disciples of Christ bypass so many vigilant circumstances and manage to
get through to the grave of their Master? They got around all these difficulties by giving the guards
money and telling them what they should say — “Say that His disciples came at night and stole His Body
while we were asleep.” They took the money and did as they were taught.




